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William's Land. The skipper had forced his way through the
dangerous Queen Maud Gulf, and so was the second navigator
to struggle through the famed North-west Passage. (Amund-
sen's Gjoa had been the only previous ship to pass through.)

Now, of course, Rasmussen was able to get as many supplies
as he wanted, and this ensured the success of his journey. Two
light sledges were built, and as soon as the ice was ready Ras-
mussen set off again. One of the last things he did before leaving
King William's Land was to seek out the place where the
members of Franklin's expedition had died. The Eskimos took
him to a place where there were a number of human bones, and
scraps of clothing and footwear lying about showed that the
bones were those of white men. A cairn was built over the
remains, and flags were hoisted at half-mast. So nearly eighty
years after they had died these heroes of the famous exploit
were awarded their belated honourable burial,

Along the shores of Bathurst Inlet and Coronation Gulf
Rasmussen continued his investigations among the natives, and
collected large numbers of songs from the Musk-ox Eskimos.
This brought him to the land of the e Blond Eskimo,' where
some of the men had reddish beards and blue eyes. Since these
people had already been visited before, he did not stay there
long, but pushed on to the Mackenzie Eskimos. Here he
found himself in a new world, for the natives had become
prosperous and semi-civilized because of the remunerative
trade in skins. Many of them owned schooners; the women
used sewing-machines; safety razors and cameras were not
uncommon; and some of the men who could read and write
had bought typewriters. Even here, however, Rasmussen
found that the veneer of civilization was not deep, and he
collected many more legends and stories to compare with
those he had gathered from more primitive tribes.

At Herschel Island he visited the headquarters of the
Mounted Police; and on May 5 entered Alaska. Beyond lay
500 miles of flat tundra, with a few scattered tribes along the
coast to Point Barrow, the first real town he had visited since
leaving Greenland three years before. The homeward journey
was via the Behring Straits to Seattle, and thence across
America to New York. This portion of the journey was natur-